
150 Essential Academic Words
for University Students

Research & Analysis
1. Analyze - To examine methodically
2. Methodology - System of methods
3. Hypothesis - Proposed explanation
4. Empirical - Based on observation/experience
5. Quantitative - Relating to measurement
6. Qualitative - Relating to quality/characteristics
7. Valid - Logically sound
8. Reliable - Consistently good quality
9. Variable - Factor that can change
10. Correlation - Mutual relationship

Academic Writing
11. Abstract - Summary of research
12. Cite - Reference a source
13. Bibliography - List of sources
14. Plagiarism - Using others' work without credit
15. Discourse - Written/spoken communication
16. Rhetoric - Art of effective writing/speaking
17. Syntax - Sentence structure
18. Context - Circumstances surrounding text
19. Coherent - Logically connected
20. Cohesive - United, integrated
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Critical Thinking
21. Evaluate - Assess, judge
22. Critique - Detailed analysis
23. Inference - Conclusion drawn
24. Premise - Proposition supporting conclusion
25. Paradigm - Framework, model
26. Theory - System of ideas
27. Framework - Basic structure
28. Perspective - Point of view
29. Interpretation - Explanation of meaning
30. Synthesis - Combination of ideas

Data & Evidence
31. Data - Facts collected
32. Evidence - Information indicating truth
33. Statistics - Numerical data
34. Significant - Noteworthy, important
35. Trend - General direction
36. Distribution - Arrangement of data
37. Parameter - Measurable factor
38. Deviation - Difference from norm
39. Frequency - Rate of occurrence
40. Sample - Representative portion

Academic Processes
41. Research - Systematic investigation
42. Investigation - Detailed examination
43. Experiment - Scientific test
44. Observation - Act of watching/noting

WWW.ENGLISHLESSON.COM



45. Survey - General view/examination
46. Interview - Formal meeting for information
47. Document - Written/printed paper
48. Archive - Historical records
49. Source - Origin of information
50. Reference - Source for information

Argument Construction
51. Argument - Reasoned discussion
52. Thesis - Central claim
53. Evidence - Supporting information
54. Conclusion - Final statement
55. Rationale - Fundamental reasons
56. Justify - Show to be right
57. Support - Back up with evidence
58. Refute - Prove wrong
59. Counter - Argue against
60. Establish - Show to be true

Academic Results
61. Outcome - Result
62. Impact - Strong effect
63. Implication - Suggested consequence
64. Finding - Discovery from research
65. Conclusion - Final decision
66. Result - Consequence
67. Effect - Change produced
68. Influence - Power to affect
69. Consequence - Result of actions
70. Significance - Importance
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Methodology Terms
71. Method - Way of doing
72. Approach - Way of dealing with
73. Procedure - Established way
74. Process - Series of actions
75. Technique - Practical method
76. Strategy - Plan of action
77. Implementation - Execution
78. Application - Practical use
79. Operation - Active process
80. Function - Purpose, role

Analysis & Interpretation
81. Analysis - Detailed examination
82. Interpretation - Explanation
83. Assessment - Evaluation
84. Review - Critical appraisal
85. Commentary - Series of comments
86. Discussion - Detailed treatment
87. Exploration - Detailed examination
88. Investigation - Formal inquiry
89. Evaluation - Assessment
90. Examination - Close inspection

Academic Concepts
91. Concept - Abstract idea
92. Theory - Set of principles
93. Model - Theoretical construct
94. System - Set of connected things
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95. Structure - Arrangement, organization
96. Category - Class, division
97. Classification - Systematic arrangement
98. Definition - Exact meaning
99. Term - Word with specific meaning
100. Notion - Conception, idea

Research Design
101. Design - Plan, scheme
102. Structure - Arrangement
103. Organization - Systematic arrangement
104. Framework - Basic structure
105. System - Organized scheme
106. Pattern - Regular form
107. Format - Arrangement
108. Layout - Arrangement
109. Scheme - Systematic plan
110. Plan - Detailed proposal

Academic Development
111. Development - Gradual growth
112. Progress - Forward movement
113. Evolution - Gradual development
114. Growth - Increase
115. Advancement - Forward movement
116. Improvement - Better quality
117. Enhancement - Improvement
118. Refinement - Improvement
119. Modification - Change
120. Adaptation - Adjustment
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Academic Relations
121. Relation - Connection
122. Association - Connection
123. Correlation - Mutual relation
124. Link - Connection
125. Connection - Relationship
126. Bond - Link
127. Tie - Connection
128. Integration - Combination
129. Unity - State of being one
130. Cohesion - Unity

Academic Parameters
131. Parameter - Limit, boundary
132. Boundary - Limit
133. Limit - Restriction
134. Scope - Range
135. Range - Extent
136. Extent - Range
137. Degree - Amount
138. Level - Amount
139. Scale - Relative size
140. Dimension - Measurable extent

Academic Quality
141. Quality - Standard
142. Standard - Level of quality
143. Criterion - Standard
144. Measure - Standard
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145. Grade - Level, degree
146. Value - Worth
147. Merit - Worth
148. Excellence - Superior quality
149. Superiority - Higher quality
150. Performance - Execution

Usage Tips
● Learn words in context
● Create example sentences
● Group related terms
● Review regularly
● Practice active usage
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